CONCHO VALLEY
ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Fe]aruary 2009 N ewsletter

CVAS Reg’ular Meeting: Feb. 26, 2009 7:00 P.M.
Ft. Concho Commissary Blclg’ Refreshments served

Meeting Agenda: An agenda will be available at the meeting.
January Program: Larry Riemenschneider , “ A Tale of Two Cisterns ”

In 1868, with the arrival of past surgeon Dr. William Notson, construction of Fort Concho was just beginning. In 1869,
the third structure to be built was the post hospital. The health of the soldiers was the primary concern of the post
surgeon. In 1869, Notson reported that a cistern was being built at the post hospital to catch rainwater for drinking
purposes. Notson considered the sufficient supply of wholesome water an urgent issue to the health of the soldiers.
During this time, the fort was supplied with water from the Concho River. The river had been standing in shallow pools
instead of flowing and was impregnated with putrefying animal matter making the water smell and taste offensive. This
resulted in many cases of diarrhea, dysentery and dyspepsia.

The hospital remained in use until the fort was abandoned in 1889. In 1911, the hospital burned and later the ruins were
cleared. In early 1950, local businesses purchased the property and built warehouses where the hospital once stood. In
1980, The master plan for the development of Fort Concho by the City of San Angelo included the rebuilding of the post
hospital. In 1985, archeological investigations uncovered the foundation of the hospital. During the excavation of the
foundation, the cisterns were also located. In 1988, after the hospital was rebuilt, the Concho Valley Archeological Society
excavated the cisterns. The presentation “A Tale of Two Cisterns” will detail the archeological investigations of the
cisterns.

PRESIDENT'S NOTE:
We have a new Web Site www.cvassanangelo.org Thank You so much Tom Ashmore ! || He has been at work on this
since Jan. Itlooks great !l Check it out as soon as you can. He has some really interesting information on it. Plus if you

have any information to put on the site please email him at. tomashmore@wecc.net.

Sue Meacham

Clark Ranch Sutvey

On Saturday January 17, thirty members of the CVAS participated in an archeological survey of the 160 acre ranch
of Steve and Carla Clark and son Callan , in Coke County. Thanks to our gracious hosts, Steve, Carla and Callan for
providing a stew and peach cobbler lunch and the opportunity to conduct the survey.

The pedestrian survey included a walk-over of the ranch with three sites being recorded.
CR-1 An historic house site and prehistoric procurement area (chert quarry).

1900 house site (house removes). Windmill and portion of rock yard fence remained.

Prehistoric procurement site with circular rock feature, tested cobbles, bi-faces, uni-faces and chert flakes.

CR-2 Prehistoric procurement area (chert quarry).

Two rock feature (historic survey markers) tested cobbles, bi-faces, uni-faces and chert flakes.



http://www.cvassanangelo.org

CR-3 Prehistoric procurement area (chert quarry).

Tested cobbles, bi-faces, uni-faces, dart point (Gary?), chert flakes.

Upon completion of the archeological data site forms they will be assigned a trinomial and recorded with the Texas
Archeological Research Laboratories at the University of Texas in Austin.
Thanks to all who participated in the survey. Job well done.

Larry Riemenschneider

Upcoming program by Callan Clark

I will be talking about the early history of Coke County. A little bit about the Indians of the area and Coronado's
exploration of the area. The history of Fort Chadbourne and the Butterfield Overland Mail Route. The early settlers
and towns of Coke County, and the history of all the different county seats, from San Antonio the county seat of
Bexar County, to Ben Ficklin the first county seat of Tom Green County, to San Angelo, the second county seat, to
Hayrick the first county seat of Coke County, later moved to Robert Lee, the new county seat. And a little
information about the family that lived on our place before we bought the ranch in 1981. If you have any questions
email me or call me at (325)473-3262.

Callan Clark

Callan is an 18 year old senior at Bronte High School and is making this study and presentation for a school
project. Give him high fives for his research and interest in area history.

American Genes North America Zach Zorich Atrcheology Magazine Jan/Feb/09

The following is one of the top 10 archeological discoveries in 2008

The remarkable discovery of 14,300 year old feces in eastern Oregon’s Paisley Cave provided the earliest direct evidence
of human colonization of the Americas. Known in the laboratory as coprolites, the feces were proof positive that humans
lived in North America well before the Clovis people, long thought to have been the first arrivals, around 12,000 years ago.
Thanks to a new technique for isolating genetic samples from materials such as ice,soil, and now fecal matter, researchers
were able to extract human DNA from the coprolites. The improbable “artifacts” opened a new chapter in the debate over
the identity of the first Americans.

But Paisley Cave wasn’t the only source of genetic evidence reshaping ideas about how and when the Americas were
settled. A multinational team of geneticists completed the most comprehensive study yet of Native American
mitochondrial DNA (the genetic material contained within the organelles that provide human cells with energy). By looking
atvariations in the DNA between different modern-day Native Americans, the researchers determined that the first people
probably arrived about 18,500 years ago. “ It looks like there was a migration out of Asia into Beringia and there was a
stopover for a few dozen generations,” says genetictist Scott Woodward of the Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation.
“Then these people spread quite rapidly into the Americas.” But not so rapidly that they couldn’t take a pit stop in a cave
in eastern Oregon. For more of the top ten discoveries in 2008 go to www.archaeology.org

Mexico mass grave may be Aztec resistance fighters

By MARK STEVENSON - 22 hours ago

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Archaeologists digging in a ruined pyramid in downtown Mexico City said Tuesday they
found a mass grave that may hold the skeletal remains of the Aztec holdouts who fought conquistador Hernan
Cortes.

The unusual burial holds the carefully arrayed skeletons of at least 49 adult Indians who were buried in the remains
of a pyramid razed by the Spaniards during the 1521 conquest of the Aztec capital.
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The pyramid complex, in the city's Tlatelolco square, was the site of the last Indian resistance to the Spaniards
during the months long battle for the city.

Archaeologist Salvador Guilliem, the leader of the excavation for Mexico's National Institute of Anthropology and
History, said the Indians might have been killed during Cortes' war or during one of the uprisings that continued
after the conquest.

Guilliem said many burials have been found at the site with the remains of Indians who died during epidemics that
swept the Aztec capital in the years after the conquest and killed off much of the Indian population.

But those burials were mostly hurried, haphazard affairs in which remains were jumbled together in pits regardless
of age or gender.

The burial reported Tuesday is different. The dead had many of the characteristics of warriors: All were young
men, most were tall and several showed broken bones that had mended.

The men also were carefully buried Christian-style, lying on their backs with arms crossed over their chests, though
many appear to have been wrapped up in large maguey cactus leaves, rather than placed in European coffins.

The mass grave contained evidence of an Aztec-like ritual in which offerings such as incense and animals were set
alight in an incense burner, but Spanish elements including buttons and a bit of glass also were present.

Susan Gillespie, an archaeologist at the University of Florida, said the grave was unusual, both because it was
unlikely the Spanish would have bothered with such careful burial of Aztec warriors, and because the Indians
themselves would have been more likely to cremate any honored dead.

But Gillespie, who was not involved in the excavation, also noted that little is known about the period immediately
following the fall of the city, when Cortes razed most pyramids and temples, then abandoned the largely destroyed
metropolis. He lived on the city's outskirts before returning to rebuild a Spanish-style city on the ruins.

It may have been in that interim period after Cortes left that the Aztecs returned to bury their dead, Guilliem said.

Gillespie agreed the burials could be those of disease victims or rebellious Indians from later years, rather than
warriors who fell in the 1521 battle, and said more research was needed, such as a skeletal analysis to show cause
of death.

Another possibility, she said, was that the men could have been held by the Spanish for some time and killed later.
That was the fate that befell the leader of the Aztec resistance, emperor Cuauhtemoc.

2009 OFFICERS

President: Sue Meacham, (325-949-5156)
Vice President: Cynthia Purcell, (947-8195)
Secretary: Marcia Esser, (224-0290)
Treasurer: Ward Gregory, (942-8370)
Director: Larry Reimanschneider, (653-8216)

Volunteer Committee Chairs: Publicity, Cynthia Purcell, Marcia Esser, Program, Brownie Roberts , Asst Program,
Arnetta Cooper, Christine Buckstead, Bill Yeates, Refreshments, Tommy Deering, Membership, Cynthia Purcell,
Meeting Room, Tommy Deering, July Picnic, Sue Meacham, Christmas Party, Sue Meacham, Newsletter, Sue
Meacham, Web Site, Tom Ashmore, Archeology Fair Larry Riemenschneider, Project Director, Larry
Riemenschneider, Field Trips, Jack Woodrow, ( to be confirmed)



NOTICE: 2009 dues are due ! !'! $15.00 single, $20.00 family. Please fill out a NEW membership form this year.
(Below)

If you paid in October, November, or December you are good for 2009. For accurate records of members and types
of memberships, the membership chairman needs a new membership form from ALL members. If you haven’t already
filled out a new form, please do so and get it to Cynthia Purcell.

2009 Membership Application

Name:
Address:

City: Zip
Phone: Hm. Cell

Email address:

Newsletter delivered by: email? _ Postal ?
Family Members:
Individual: $15.00____ Family: $20.00 ____ Student/Military: N/C
Pay by : Check # Cash

Please read, sign and understand the importance of this statement.
I pledge that I will not intentionally violate the terms and conditions of any present or future Federal, State, County, or
City statute concerning cultural resources. I will not engage in the practice of buying or selling of artifacts for any
purpose. I will not engage in the willful destruction of an archeological site, or data, or disregard the privacy of a
landowner. I will engage in proper archeological field work as directed by an archeological project director or principal
investigator.

Signature (printed)
Signature: (written)

Date: 2009
Please list any physical restrictions so that we may serve you better.

Please mail this application and your payment to:
CVAS c¢/o Cynthia Purcell

1532 Loop Dr.

San Angelo, TX. 76904 _

CVAS is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to bring together people who have an interest in archeology and
whose mission is to protect the historic and prehistoric resources of the region.
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